Literacy Impacts

Families - Outreach

Parents who view reading as a source of entertainment are more likely to have children
who enjoy reading. Focusing on the pleasure of sharing time together with print is crucial
to building positive attitudes which will engage both parent and child with print more
often.
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The READ Saskatoon Good Book Bins Project is based on the successful ‘Blue Boxes for Books’
program in Ontario and was launched in 2008 in ten locations. Bins are filled with gently used
children’s books and placed in community locations where parents and children spend time
waiting together (i.e.: health or community centres). Families are encouraged to choose books
to share together at the location, take a book home to keep, or replace it the next time they visit.
Currently, 16 bins are in use across Saskatoon, with READ Saskatoon replenishing supplies
during regular site visits. This program has recently been adopted in Prince Albert in two
locations.


http://www.readsaskatoon.com/

An evaluation was conducted that involved an examination of written evaluations from partner
locations, site visits, conversations with front line staff, and a document review.
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e Due to the visibility of READ Saskatoon Good Book Bins,
community donations of books have increased.




