The READSaskatn On READer

Fall ts here and

welcone back)!

READ Saskatoon is
very excited about
the many new
programs and
volunteer
opportunities
available to you.

Important Dates, 2005:

& Thursday, September 8th, International
Literacy Day. Event will take place at
SIAST Kelsey Campus starting at 10:45
a.m.

% Monday, September 12", 2005, READ
Saskatoon’s annual general meeting
Room #3, Frances Morrison library
(downtown branch) at 7 p.m.

& September 4-10th International
Learners’ Week

A special KUDOS! to the huge number

of tutors and learners who continued to work
throughout the summer. If you took a break it
is time to begin tutoring again, please call
your learner as soon as possible. We wish
everyone the best for this year.

For those of you who have not yet contacted
your learner, please do so. Mavis and Sheryl
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have begun making contact with many of you,
however if we have missed you please

don’t hesitate to call the office at 652-5448 and
give us an update. We always love to hear how
things are progressing.

A training schedule has been set up for the
2005-2006 year. If you know anyone who is
interested in becoming a literacy tutor, please
tell them to give us a call and register for a
training session — we always welcome new
volunteer tutors! Of course, if you would like to
refresh your tutoring skills, we’d be happy to
have you in the group! Just call ahead to 652-
5448.

September Training

Tuesday Sept 27" 6:30 — 9:00 or
Wednesday Sept 28" 1-3:30 and
Saturday Oct 2™ 10:15 — 4:30
November Training

Tuesday Nov 22" 6:30 — 9:00 Or
Wednesday Nov 23 1-3:30 and
Saturday Nov 26" 10:15 — 4:30
January Training

Tuesday Jan 17" 6:30 — 9:00 or
Wednesday Jan 18" 1-3:30 and
Saturday Jan 21° 10:15 — 4:30
April Training

Tuesday April 4" 6:30 — 9:00 or
Wednesday April 5" 1-3:30 and

Saturday April 8" 10:15 — 4:30 (This
training is combined with our annual tutor
conference)

Volume 19 Number 1 -1-
Tutor Edition



influence public policies around literacy in
Canada.

Adult

The federal budget allotted $30 million in new
funds to the National Literacy Secretariat (NLS)
and committed the government to action on a
comprehensive literacy strategy. With a minority
government in Ottawa and a new Minister at the
head of HRSDC we need to work hard to
ensure that these budget commitments remain
intact.
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tl/l LV\’@S M_P l In this regard, ALL may be the wake
our leaders at the national and
provincial/territorial level need to inspire action.
Blueprints for action on literacy, based on
widespread input, have been developed by the

Movement for Canadian Literacy and also by an

The much-anticipated Adult Literacy and Life
Skills (ALL) Survey, released by Statistics
Canada on May 11, sheds light on Canada's
literacy challenges.

According to the ALL survey, too many (four in all-party parliamentary Standing Committee.
ten) Canadian adults do not have the literacy The ALL survey may give our leaders cause to
skills they need to meet the ever increasing revisit these blueprints and to take leadership in
demands of our information-based economy coordinating a nation-wide response. The

and society. The survey found that 9 million of findings may also initiate discussions with our
Canada’s 21 million working age Canadians partners in the voluntary and social

rank below level 3 on literacy tests - the level development communities, as the survey helps
most experts say is necessary to meet to draw connections between literacy and a
everyday literacy challenges in the modern broad array of social issues, including health,
world. social equity and more. (extracted from the Movement for

Canadian Literacy at http://www.literacy.ca)
The survey is generating media attention and

. . . . The province of Saskatchewan wanted to find
public discussion. Since the release, literacy

has been covered on the front pages and out about our literacy levels, so extra data was
editorial sections of many of Canada’s daily collected from the citizens of our province. We
newspapers as well as on radio and TV. Along are waiting to hear what the results

with the coverage have come questions: S% are in early September.

¢ What do the statistics really mean?
e Why do the numbers matter?
e What are the policy solutions?

Regardless of the differing perspectives that
literacy community members and others bring
to the debate about the ALL survey, one thing is
clear — the findings have enormous potential to
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Community Centre to provide volunteer tutors. T
tutors will assist Radius’s adult learners as they
transition from their education programs to the

» 42% of Canadians do not have the literacy skills
they need to meet the demands of today’s

society.

» There are fewer Canadians in the lowest literacy workplace.
level (level 1) — 15% today compared with 17% READ Saskatoon and Saskatoon Open Door
in 1994. There are also fewer Canadians at the Society are collaborating in a joint project to provide
highest levels (level 4/5). However, these family literacy-based programming to parents and
changes are not considered statistically families who are new to Canada. Funding is
significant. provided by the Saskatoon Foundation.

» Average literacy scores have not changed ,
significantly since 1994, except for the average AN N AV PVOJ @ctg*****

score of the bottom 5%, which improved

significantly (up 50 points). READ Saskatoon, with the support of Pleasant Hill
> Low literacy undermines success in the labour Place, Saskatoon Downtown Youth Centre
market. Less literate Canadians earn less, and if Inc/EGADZ, Quint and Parenting Education
unemployed, they’re unemployed for longer Saskatchewan and Gay and Lesbian Health
periods of time. Services wish to provide the opportunity for 13
> People who need training the most are least participants (between ages 23-30) to increase their
likely to access it. Government and business still literacy and employability skills with Project Ready:
tend to invest in training for those who are shaping my potential. Working in a classroom, over
already highly educated. 17 weeks the participants will improve their literacy
> 35% of youth between the ages of 16 and 25 skills, develop a portfolio, and learn about family
score below level 3. literacy.

» Parents' education level has a significant impact
on their children’s skill level. Canadian youth
aged 16-25 who had parents with little or no
education scored lower on average in 2003 than
similar youth surveyed in 1994.

Literacy skills erode if not used regularly.

» Canada ranks 4" of the countries compared in
this study: behind Norway, Switzerland, and
Bermuda but ahead of the USA, Italy and also
the Mexican state of Nuevo Leon.

Looking for a new literacy challenge? READ
Saskatoon is seeking the assistance of tutors with
more than 2 years experience to mentor new
volunteers. READ Saskatoon and the Regina
Seniors’ Education Centre propose to build capacity
for literacy agencies and volunteer tutors and adult
learners by re-examining how we have traditionally
relied on volunteers. Please call Mavis at 652-5448
for more information.
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Over the next three years, READ Saskatoon’s
family literacy project will move towards 80% of its
family literacy time dedicated to:
- presentations and orientations to family literacy,
- information sharing
- ongoing support
facilitation of networking opportunities

The other 20% will continue with direct
programming. This will ensure new facilities,
Community Based Organization’s, and preschools,
interested in family literacy, have programs
provided by trained staff.

EXENew Publicatlon*

Thanks to the United Way’s Community
Initiatives Fund, READ Saskatoon with the added
support of a registered dietician is working to
revise READ Saskatoon’s plain language
pregnancy diary and journal, Baby and Me.

The journal provides information and checklists
and the back pages can be altered to apply to
any community. The guide is also a useful to
volunteer tutors, instructors and advocates
working with youth-at-risk, new Canadians or
parents with literacy challenges. Look for it in the
New Year!

*rSame Great Staﬁc*

*

Need we say more?

READ Saskatoon Office

#405-220 3" Avenue South
Saskatoon, SK S7M 1M1
(306) 652-5448

Office Hours:
Monday — Friday
9:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Staff: Sheryl Harrow
Mavis McPhee

wWord Travels: a successful
Litemcg Initiative for

Saskatoon

READ SaSkatoon, Radius Word Travels: Mobile Education Program
Community Centre, Frontier College, in cooperation
with the Saskatoon Public Library strongly believe that
creating a permanent location, coordinated by two staff,
will create a stable, safe and stigma-free location to
support learners who need a bridge from the
community to organizations that can appropriately
facilitate their learning. Our dream resulted in last
year’s literacy initiative: Word Travels.

It was an exciting and demanding year, but everyone

involved is delighted in our successes:

e 398 participants accessed Word Travels over its 8
month programming period

e 100 participants made repeat visits to the Drop-in
Literacy program

o 14 referrals from the community were made to
Word Travels Drop — In Literacy Program

e 10 participants were enrolled in more formal
education services
4 participants gained employment
198 participants were/are enrolled in recreational
activities

e Word Travels made 12 referrals to community
agencies

e 29 library cards were issued

The partnering agencies are looking to other funding
sources to help sustain this worthwhile initiative.
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The library page

The Saskatoon Public Libraries offer the use of
their facilities to all tutors and learners. You and
your learner can meet in any of the library’s public

seating areas.

Frances Morrison Library (downtown)
311 — 23" Street East, S7K 0J6

Tel: 975-7558

Alice Turner Library
110 Nelson Road, S7S 1K7
Tel: 975-8127

Carlyle King Library
3130 Laurier Drive, S7L 537
Tel: 975-7592

Cliff Wright Library
1635 McKercher Drive
Tel: 975-7550

J. S. Wood Library
1801 Lansdowne Avenue, S7TH 2C4
Tel: 975-7590

Mayfair Library
602-33rd Street West, S7L 0W1
Tel: 975-7591

Rusty MacDonald Library
225 Primrose Drive, S7K 5E4
Tel: 975-7600

Visit READ Saskatoon online!
http://www.nald.ca/readsask.htm
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Did you know...?

You can book private space for tutoring in the
following libraries:

e Alice Turner - Silverspring

e Carlyle King - Confederation

¢ CIiff Wright - Lakewood

e Frances Morrison - downtown

e Mayfair — 33rd

e Rusty MacDonald — Lawson Heights

Please be aware that these rooms need to be
booked in advance, as they are used for other
purposes. The private space at Frances
Morrison is an office and can only be booked on
evenings and weekends, when staff are not using
it. Please call Community Relations at 975-
7596 to book this office (called the Outreach
Services satellite office). The library requests
that you book it by the Thursday of the week
before you need it.

The READ Saskatoon office is also available for
tutoring during weekdays — please call ahead
(652-5448) to book tutoring time.
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Does your learner a Vi

problem?

Signs of vision problems include squinting, holding a book very close or very far away, bending low over
the table, headaches, eye fatigue, inability to read small print, and misreading words. If you suspect
vision problems, you can:

Ask the learner to tell you if the print is too small

Work in a well-lighted area

Use large-print books or enlarge the text by using a photocopy machine

Use a magnifying bar

Recommend that the learner have an eye exam

Find out if a group in your area (such as the Lions Club) can help provide glasses for people who
can’t afford them

Some people with 20/20 vision have other kinds of vision problems that can interfere with learning to
read. For example, a person might have difficulty with binocular vision (using both eyes). Dr Dale
Jordan, a learning disabilities specialist from Oklahoma City suggests that tutors observe the learner for
the following signs. They may indicate other vision problems.

If they wear glasses, looking over or moving them

Puts his or her head on the desk

Slumps in the chair

Closes one eye

Develops a headache after only a few minutes of reading
Complains of tired eyes

Confuses left and right

Has difficulty looking steadily at work

Holds the pencil in a “funny” way (if right handed) )
Q¢

New readers may be embarrassed or ashamed about being unable to read and write. As a tutor, you
should:

Reassure the learner to attend a learner support group. Please call the Saskatchewan Literacy
Network at 653-7368 for more information.

Reassure the learner that many adults are in the same situation

Be supportive and let the learner know there is nothing wrong with him or her

Find a private place for lessons if the learner is uncomfortable working in a public area. (Extracted
from Teaching Adults: A Literacy Resource Book)
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Chunking
It's simple! If you can’t spell a word, you

spell it out in bits and break the word up
into smaller parts. Example: in-ter-net, be-
cause, tech-no-lo-gy

Chin Drops
To work out where to split up words, place

two fingers underneath your chin and say
the word that you want to spell slowly. Get
a pen and a piece of paper and every time
your chin drops when you say the word, it
is part of the word (a syllable) and this will
help you to spell hard words.

Mnemonics
Mnemonics (say NEM-ON-IX) are brain
tricks that will help you to remember your
words. Here are some mnemonics for you
to use:
e PIlEce of PIE
e DESSERT - Dessert is so good, you
always want two
e thereis aLIE in believe
e Where ever there’'sa Q thereisa U
too.
e BECAUSE - Bunnies Eat Carrots and
Uncle Sam’s Eggs
e WEDNESDAY — wed-nes-day
e Was — Wally and Sam
e Website — Where the spider sits

e Teacher — There is an ACHE in every
teacher
You can also make us some of your own to
help you remember your spelling words

. Words within Words

Words within words are when you find little
words inside big words. It's just great.
Remembering the little words will help to
remember the big words. Here are some
examples:

e Father — Fat, her

e Believe — be, lie, eve

e Football — Foot, ball, all

e Forget — For, or, get, forge

e Hotdog - hot, do, dog
See how many new words you can find
within the word INFORMATION...there are
heaps.

5. Steps for Spelling new words

e Look at the word and say it
e Spell it aloud

e Think about it

e Picture it

e Look at it and write it

e Cover, write and check it

6. Rhyming Helpers

Find a word with a rhyming word that is
spelled the same at the end
e Unless mess
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7. Problem Parts
Identify the part of the word that gives you
problems and study it extra hard:
Wrong
Laughed

8. Creating Memory Tricks
Learn tricky words with a memaory helper
that has the same problem letters.
e Tell that mosquito to guit biting me.

9. Using Meaning Helpers
Pair a word with a shorter, related word
that gives a sound clue
e Act— action
e Hea-health

10.Divide and Conguer
Divide a word into smaller parts.

e Team/mate
e Beaulti/ful
e Arftiffi/cial

11.Pronouncing for Spelling
Pronounce a word correctly
e Pro-ba-bly
Or make a secret pronunciation:

e choc/o/late
(Extracted from Volunteer Handbook 2004-05 — Frontier College)

g E

September 2005

%

N

Change the Ending

Try this literacy activity with your learner. Be sure
to ask them to bring their copy of the READer
your meetings. There are more activities to d
together.

The learner will practice:
¢ New vocabulary in context
e Reading for meaning

Necessary prior skills and knowledge:
e Discussion on favorite stories or books
read

Materials:
e Selection of well known short stories,
books or fables
e Pen or pencil
e Paper

Instructions:

e Provide learner with a selection of books
and short newspaper articles

e Tell learner that it is their job to read the
story and then together you will come up
with a different ending to the story

e Learner can read silently, you can use
guided reading (you give them a point to
stop at. They read silently, stop at the
point you indicated and then you check for
comprehension).

e Together review the story, discuss ending
and then develop new ending.

Additional Activities:
e Learner can add their new word to their
word bank (list of known words)
e Learner can keep a list of all the books they
read
« Learner can turn story into comic strip and

draw new ending(Extracted from The Wonderful
World of Words — Frontier College)
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Back to School

It is time to go back to school. For children this can be an exciting, but
scary time of year.
e Let them know that it is OK to be worried.
e Make sure they get lots of rest so they are ready for the big day.
e Keep everything simple that morning, no fancy breakfast.
e Have all their school supplies and clothes ready the night before.
e Go with them on the first day and help them meet their teacher
e Say a short goodbye, and let them know you will be back right
after school to hear about their day.
e No after-school activities for the first week.

e Let your child know that other children will be worried too.
Next newsletter, look for tips on how to help your child succeed at school
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ot Dog Soup

| cup chopped onion 2 thsp cooking oil
1 can pork and beans 1 tbsp brown sugar
1 can tomato soup 1 % cup water

8 weiners, sliced thin
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Chop onion and cook in oil until soft. Add the
weiners and cook 3-4 minutes. Stir in other

ingredients. Let simmer for 30 minutes on low.

(Extracted from Kiddie Chow: Making Food fun for kids. www.
Kids.cdkitchen.com)

How Many “Hot Dogs”
In this puzzle?
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Family Literacy Game toPaper o opa___

Gluestick  pg
Find the following school supplies hidden in * (Bilra;/ons P9
the newsletter and write the page numbers * |r? €PY
beside them. e Scissors  pg___
e Chalk and chalk board brush
Send your form back to READ Saskatoon to Pg

be entered in a prize for a READ Saskatoon

You can mail your entry to:
book bag and craft supplies. y y

READ Saskatoon

e Pencils pg Family Literﬁlcy Contest
#405-220 3" Avenue South
* Eraser P Saskatoon, SK S7K 1M1
e Pen pg
e Book pg Or fax your answers to: (306) 652-4205
* Ruler po___ Be sure to include your name and phone number
e Backpack pg So we can reach you!

Egg Carton School Bus

This is a simple craft for children about to begin school or for young
siblings of school age kids.

Materials:
e Lid of a cardboard egg carton e Black marker
e Yellow paint or markers e Magazine to cut out faces

e Black construction paper

Instructions:

e Cut lid off of egg carton e Glue the faces onto the bus. If the

e Paint or colour the lid yellow carton has holes down the center,

e Use a small lid to trace two wheels on glued the faces into the holes.
the black paper e If the carton doesn't have holes, just

e Cut 2 circles out of black construction glue the faces onto the bus you can
paper draw "windows" around them with a

e Once the paint is dry, glue on the black marker.
wheels e Write SCHOOL along the top of the bus

e Cut out faces from the magazines
If your child is able to write on their own, let them do the writing. (Extracted from DLTK’s Printable Crafts for Kids
www.dltk-kids.com)
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